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Milan, with its fascinating blend of history and modernity, offers a multitude of
hidden treasures to discover. Among these, the Monumental Cemetery stands
out as a must-see for art and history lovers. During our stay in Milan, we were
captivated by this extraordinary place, and we highly recommend it if you’re looking
to explore off the beaten track.

This cemetery is not simply a place of remembrance; as is often the case in Italy,
it’s a veritableopen-air art gallery and a storybook carved in stone. This is one
of the few countries where we include cemetery visits in our itinerary!

It tells the story of Milan through its monuments and tombs, offering a unique
perspective on the city’s cultural history. It was a very special experience for us,
and we’re delighted to share it with you.

History of the cemetery

On discovering the cemetery, we were immediately struck by its rich history.
Inaugurated in 1866, the cemetery was conceived as a place where art and memory
meet, reflecting the city’s aspiration for modernity and artistic excellence. Through
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its alleys, you can read the history of Milan, from the illustrious figures who shaped
it to the events that marked its history. It’s really impressive.
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Every monument, every sculpture tells a story, whether that of a noble family, a
famous artist or an ordinary citizen. It’s this diversity that makes the
Monumental Cemetery so unique, and makes you want to keep exploring its alleys.

Cemetery architecture and artwork

Milan’s Monumental Cemetery is a true celebration of art, housing works by some of
Italy’s most eminent artists. Among them, Giannino Castiglioni, whose sculptures
adorn several tombs, stands out for his refined, expressive style. Another notable
artist is Leonardo Bistolfi, known for his moving, detailed compositions that
capture the essence of art nouveau.

One of the cemetery’s most emblematic pieces is the“Tombe Famedio“, a
monument dedicated to Milan’s illustrious personalities. This majestic structure,
with its tall pillars and sculpted figures, is a powerful tribute to the cultural and
historical contributions of these individuals. Similarly, the tomb of the Campari
family, famous for their brand of liqueur used to make the famous Spritz, is a
remarkable example of funerary art, illustrating the link between the city and its
influential citizens.
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Strolling through the cemetery, you’ll discover masterpieces such as the tomb of
Arturo Toscanini, the famous conductor, or that of Filippo Filippi, adorned with
sculptures that capture the beauty of artistic expression. Every corner of the
cemetery offers a window on Milan’s artistic and cultural past, making it a must-see
for art and history lovers.

Recommended Tour Route

To make the most of your visit to Milan’s Monumental Cemetery, we recommend an
itinerary that allows you to discover the highlights of this exceptional site. Start at
the main entrance, where you’ll be greeted by the majestic Famedio, a pantheon
dedicated to the great names of Milanese history. Here, take a moment to admire
the architectural details and sculptures that adorn this monument. Don’t miss the
tomb of Alessandro Manzoni, one of Italy’s most famous writers, a true
masterpiece of neoclassicism.
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Next, head to the section of individual tombs outside, where you can observe the
diversity of artistic styles represented. Continue on to the“Tempio crematorio”, at
the far end of the cemetery. Along the way, you’ll discover modern and
contemporary works of art that bear witness to the constant evolution of funerary
art.

Famous people and their graves

Milan’s Monumental Cemetery is home to the graves of many illustrious
personalities, whose contributions to Italian culture, politics and society are
undeniable. Among them, the tomb ofAlessandro Manzoni, author of the
historical novel “The Betrothed”, is a must-see. His monument, elegant and sober,
reflects the importance of his literary heritage for Italy.
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Another renowned figure buried here is composer and conductor Arturo Toscanini.
His grave, characterized by its simplicity, bears witness to his immense influence on
the world of classical music. Similarly, the monument to Giuseppe Verdi, although
not buried here, is a tribute to his musical genius and contribution to Italian opera.
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In addition to these cultural figures, the cemetery also boasts politicians,
entrepreneurs and scientific personalities, each represented by unique graves that
reflect their lives and heritage. For example, the Campari family, famous for its
drink, has a monument to creativity and innovation in the industry.

It’s a unique opportunity to connect with the history of Milan and Italy through the
lives of these exceptional personalities, enriching our understanding of Italian
culture and history.

Practical advice for visitors

Visiting Milan’s Monumental Cemetery is a unique experience, and a few practical
tips can make your visit even more enjoyable. First of all, the best time to visit is in
the morning or late afternoon, when the light offers a special atmosphere and the



Visit Milan’s monumental cemetery

POURQUOI PAS NOUS - FLORIANE ET MATTHIEU

site is less crowded.

Although far from the historic center of Milan, the cemetery is easily accessible by
public transport. We recommend taking the streetcar (line 10) or metro (line 5), as
parking in the vicinity can be difficult.

It’s also advisable to allow plenty of time for your visit. Allow around 1 hour to
explore the main sites and monuments, but you can stay longer to enjoy the sights.
Finally, bear in mind that the Monumental Cemetery is a place of remembrance. We
encourage you to respect the tranquility of the site.

Comparison with other historic cemeteries
Milan’s Monumental Cemetery shares certain similarities with Père Lachaise in
Paris, notably in its function as an open-air museum and resting place for famous
personalities. However, the Monumental Cemetery offers a unique experience
thanks to its gigantic size, reflecting Italian history.

Unlike London’s Highgate Cemetery, famous for its Gothic atmosphere and lush
vegetation, Milan’s Monumental Cemetery focuses more on art and architecture. Its
sculptures and monuments are perfect examples of Italian artistic genius, while
Highgate is better known for its picturesque setting and romantic ambience.

We recommend a visit to the Monumental Cemetery, whether to pay homage to the
great names who lie here, to admire the artistic masterpieces or simply to stroll
through the peaceful, majestic surroundings, this place offers a unique experience.

By sharing our experiences and discoveries, we hope we’ve aroused your curiosity
and inspired you to discover Milan’s hidden treasures for yourself. The Monumental
Cemetery is a testament to history, culture and art, fully deserving of its place
among the city’s must-see sites.

If you’re looking for a place to stay in Milan, find our detailed article with our best
addresses by district here

We wish you an excellent trip. Feel free to leave us a quick note or 5 stars
below, to tell us if you’re planning this trip, to ask any questions you may have,

https://www.pourquoi-pas-nous.com/en/where-to-sleep-milan/


Visit Milan’s monumental cemetery

POURQUOI PAS NOUS - FLORIANE ET MATTHIEU

here or on Instagram, we’ll get back to you with great pleasure.
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