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After 5 weeks exploring Sweden, we’ve got lots of places to share with you here.
We spent several days in the Stockholm area, so here are a few ideas in the
immediate vicinity of the Swedish capital.

Nature is omnipresent in Sweden, and we found little corners of paradise just a
few kilometers from Stockholm. We’ll show you all the activities that are less than 1
hour from Stockholm and easily accessible by public transport. Find all points of
interest on our interactive map.
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What to see and do around Stockholm
We were pleasantly surprised by the number of things to see and do when we were
looking for ideas for activities around the Swedish capital. There’s something for
everyone, from picturesque towns toUNESCO-listed monuments, water sports to
explore theStockholm archipelago and beautiful nature parks. We’ve listed
below our Ideas for things to do around Stockholm.

In a previous article, we detailed our 10 must-do things to do in Stockholm in 3
days. We also recommend exploring the Swedish capital in winter.

https://www.pourquoi-pas-nous.com/en/visit-stockholm/
https://www.pourquoi-pas-nous.com/en/visit-stockholm/
https://www.pourquoi-pas-nous.com/en/stockholm-winter/
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Our map of the most beautiful places in and
around Stockholm
We’ve listed all the places mentioned below on an interactive map of Stockholm to
help you find your way around.

Which towns to visit around Stockholm?
Uppsala, the student city, and pleasant Sigtuna, one of Sweden’s oldest towns, are
the 2 cities to visit north of Stockholm.

We recommend that you take a day during your stay in Stockholm to visit the 2

https://www.pourquoi-pas-nous.com/en/carte-stockholm/
https://www.pourquoi-pas-nous.com/en/visit-uppsala-sigtuna/
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cities, located 30 km apart. This excursion will also allow you to discover the
Swedish countryside.

1. Visit the student city of Uppsala

Uppsala is Sweden’s fourth-largest city and one of its biggest student cities.

We loved wandering around this pretty, tree-lined town, as quiet as ever in Sweden.
The cathedral is Scandinavia’s tallest building, with towers reaching 119 meters in
height. We recommend a stroll along the Fyrisan River, which runs through the
town.

Our itinerary for visiting Uppsala is detailed in an article that you can consult by
following this link: visiting Uppsala

https://www.pourquoi-pas-nous.com/en/visit-uppsala-sigtuna/
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2. Sigtuna: one of Sweden’s oldest towns

Sigtuna is considered one of Sweden’s oldest towns. The ruins of ancient churches
can be seen throughout the town.

This is the town with the most rune stones in Sweden. These stones often bear
inscriptions commemorating the deceased. We loved strolling along the shores of
Lake Malaren.

How do I get there? Sigtuna is located 50km north of Stockholm on the E4 freeway
and 16km by car from Arlanda airport. Upssala is located 30 km north of Sigtuna,
and the main road linking the two towns is a pleasant one. You can come by train or
bus from Stockholm. You can also book an organized tour from Stockholm to visit

https://www.getyourguide.fr/stockholm-l50/au-depart-de-stockholm-journee-entiere-de-visite-de-la-culture-viking-en-petit-groupe-t119908/?partner_id=0LXQSML&utm_medium=online_publisher&cmp=uppsala
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Uppsala and Sigtuna with transport and guide.
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3. Explore the islands of the Stockholm archipelago

A visit to theStockholm archipelago is a must when visiting the Swedish capital. It is
made up of some 25,000 islands and islets. You can visit the archipelago by boat or
kayak in summer and winter alike.

There are several options for visiting the Stockholm archipelago by boat, depending
on how much time you want to devote to this activity. If you’re in a hurry, you can
opt for an organized cruise or a short trip on the multi-stop ferries.

Favourite &#x2764;&#xfe0f;

Guided tour of the Stockholm archipelago, departing from Stockholm, we boarded a
boat for 2.5 hours to discover the verdant archipelago. At the same time, the
guide shared with us useful information about the Swedish capital and its beautiful
archipelago.

It’s a great option if you want to explore this little corner of paradise.

➡️ A word of advice: don’t forget to book your tickets online in advance (around €30
per person), especially during the tourist season, as this tour is very popular and
places are limited.

We recommend spending at least half a day visiting the archipelago. To reach the
more remote islands, you’ll need a full day. Boats depart from central Stockholm.

Find out more about cruises in the archipelago

4. Go on safari to meet wild animals

Stockholm is surrounded by numerous national parks. We recommend exploring the
flora and fauna typical of northern countries with the help of a guide (departing
from Stockholm).

If you’re lucky, you’ll be able to see deer, reindeer… and even elk in their natural
habitat.

Find out more about this safari

https://www.pourquoi-pas-nous.com/en/stockholm-archipelago-boat/
https://www.getyourguide.fr/stockholm-l50/croisiere-guidee-de-l-archipel-de-stockholm-t33191/?partner_id=0LXQSML&utm_medium=online_publisher&cmp=bateaustockholm&deeplink_id=9d5049c6-3a56-5d3c-94c7-e241a5765fa7
https://www.getyourguide.fr/stockholm-l50/stockholm-bus-et-bateau-a-arrets-multiples-24-heures-t53941/?partner_id=0LXQSML&utm_medium=online_publisher&cmp=bateaustockholm
https://www.getyourguide.fr/stockholm-l50/croisiere-guidee-de-l-archipel-de-stockholm-t33191/?partner_id=0LXQSML&utm_medium=online_publisher&cmp=bateaustockholm&deeplink_id=9d5049c6-3a56-5d3c-94c7-e241a5765fa7
https://www.getyourguide.fr/stockholm-l50/croisiere-guidee-de-l-archipel-de-stockholm-t33191/?partner_id=0LXQSML&utm_medium=online_publisher&cmp=bateaustockholm&deeplink_id=9d5049c6-3a56-5d3c-94c7-e241a5765fa7
https://www.getyourguide.fr/stockholm-l50/croisiere-guidee-de-l-archipel-de-stockholm-t33191/?partner_id=0LXQSML&utm_medium=online_publisher&cmp=bateaustockholm&deeplink_id=9d5049c6-3a56-5d3c-94c7-e241a5765fa7
https://www.getyourguide.fr/stockholm-l50/depuis-stockholm-safari-et-diner-avec-feu-de-camp-t53739/?partner_id=0LXQSML&utm_medium=online_publisher&cmp=stockholmautour
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We were also very lucky during our trip to Scandinavia, as we were able to get up
close and personal with a moose and numerous reindeer in the wild (here are a few
photos). Of course, this is one of our fondest travel memories.
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5. Drottningholm Castle: residence of the royal family

Located on the shores of Lake Malaren, Drottningholm Castle aUNESCO World
Heritage site, is the official residence of the Swedish royal family. Like the Royal
Palace in Stockholm, part of the residence is open to the public.

The royal residence is located on the island of Lovon in the Lovö nature park. The
castle is the starting point for a number of walks, giving us a taste of the
archipelago.

How do I get there? Drottningholm Castle is located some ten kilometers from
Stockholm. We recommend taking half a day to visit the château and its immense
park. You can get there by metro and bus (25 minutes from T-Centralen), car or
boat.

https://www.pourquoi-pas-nous.com/en/visit-stockholm-royal-palace/
https://www.pourquoi-pas-nous.com/en/visit-stockholm-royal-palace/
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6. Hiking around Stockholm

Of course, you can’t explore Stockholm’s surroundings without visiting one of the
nature parks that surround the city. We loved the peacefulness of the natural
areas in Sweden, and of course the many facilities, picnic tables, cabins, pontoons…
all in excellent condition. Occasionally, you can also take advantage of the small
“Naturum” museums, always free of charge and presenting the park’s flora and
fauna in an entertaining way. Museums in Sweden are always superbly well done,
as the super interactive Abba Museum perfectly demonstrates.

In Sweden, the right of free access to nature (Allemansrätten) allows everyone,
under certain conditions, to enjoy nature and its resources (fruit, flowers…). Swedes
are respectful of their environment and take great care of it. In summer, the forests
are carpeted with numerous berries, and we had a wonderful time.

Around Stockholm, we recommend Tyresta Park, the largest park in southern
Sweden, a primeval forest with pine trees hundreds of years old. 50 km of
marked trails allow you to explore the park. A detailed trail map is available at the
park entrance.

How do I get there? The main entrance is 20km south of Stockholm. You can get
there by car or public transport (about 40 minutes from T-Central by metro + bus).

https://www.pourquoi-pas-nous.com/en/museums-stockholm/
https://www.pourquoi-pas-nous.com/en/abba-museum-stockholm/
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7. Sea kayaking around Stockholm

As Sweden is made up of many lakes, each more beautiful than the last, we had the
opportunity to go packrafting (inflatable canoeing) in northern Sweden. We loved
watching the shores of lakes dotted with little wooden houses with saunas and
private docks.

We didn’t have the time to try out this activity around Stockholm, which we were
really looking forward to. There are, of course, several options for kayaking around
Stockholm. From theisland of Vaxholm (1h from Stockholm) you can book a kayak
excursion.

If you’d like to go further afield, here’s the information shared by an expatriate
friend (thanks, Coline, if you’re passing by) that we’re keeping preciously for our
next stay in Stockholm.

You can go to the island of Grinda (same company as for Vaxholm), 2 hours from
central Stockholm, including a 4-hour round trip, to rent kayaks and tour the island.

8. Sauna: Sweden’s favorite activity

The sauna (Bastu in Swedish) is one of Sweden’s favorite year-round activities. In
the Swedish countryside, every wooden house comes with a sauna. A small room is
heated to between 70 and 100 degrees Celsius, with very low humidity (around
20%). After a short session of around 15 minutes, the Swedes happily jump into
the adjoining lake.

Around Stockholm, to enjoy a traditional sauna in beautiful surroundings, we
recommend a visit to the Hellasgarden nature park, south-east of Stockholm. This
sauna was recommended to us by a friend of my sister’s (again) who lives in
Stockholm. It’s best to reserve your day and time slot here. Approx. 110 SEK (€9)
per person for 2 hours. Don’t forget to bring your own towels (or rent them from
reception).

How do I get there? ! The sauna is located in the heart of nature, next to a lake
and easily accessible by public transport, just 20 minutes away by bus (bus 401
leaves Slussen every 15 minutes)! A final word of advice: get there early on
weekends, as it can get crowded.

https://www.getyourguide.fr/stockholm-l50/stockholm-visite-guidee-de-2-h-en-kayak-t45120/?partner_id=0LXQSML&utm_medium=online_publisher&cmp=stockholmautourkayak
https://www.getyourguide.fr/stockholm-l50/stockholm-visite-guidee-de-2-h-en-kayak-t45120/?partner_id=0LXQSML&utm_medium=online_publisher&cmp=stockholmautourkayak
https://grinda.se/en/aktiviteter/
https://hellasgarden.se/en/aktiviteter/bastu/
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There are many well-marked hiking trails around the lake.
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9. Skyview: take to the skies

If you’ve been following us for any length of time, you’ll know that we love to get up
high to better understand the organization of the cities we visit. In Stockholm, we
had several options for admiring the city from above, Stockholm’s Solderman
district, the rooftops andStockholm City Hall.

If you have more time, we recommend a trip to the Skyview for a glass gondola
ride. The best time to buy a ticket is at sunset.

You won’t want to miss this impressive white dome and its gondolas, from which
you can soar high for a 360-degree view of Stockholm.

How do I get there? the Skyview is located in the south of Stockholm, and can be

https://www.pourquoi-pas-nous.com/en/stockholms-districts-sleeping-recommendations/
https://www.pourquoi-pas-nous.com/en/stockholms-districts-sleeping-recommendations/
https://www.pourquoi-pas-nous.com/en/visit-stockholm-city-hall/
https://www.pourquoi-pas-nous.com/en/skyview-stockholm/
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reached by metro (green line) at the Globen stop (about 20 minutes from the city
center). Site to book your tickets online in advance.

10. Beaches Stockholm

In spring and summer, it can still be very hot in Sweden. In May and again in
August, we took full advantage of the incredible facilities on offer around the
Swedish lakes.

Almost every lake has a small wooden pontoon (super cute), a few picnic tables and
a fire pit. In a previous article, we detailed Stockholm’s most beautiful beaches (or
sometimes just pebbles or pontoons) for swimming.

11. Bonus: Unusual panoramic helicopter tour

Take a helicopter panoramic tour from Stockholm and admire the archipelago
as few travelers get the chance to see it.

For around twenty minutes, the helicopter flies over the city’s islands, forests and
emblematic districts, offering a spectacular view of the Baltic and the thousands of
islets that make up this unique setting.

https://www.getyourguide.fr/stockholm-l50/stockholm-la-telecabine-de-verre-skyview-t434989/?partner_id=0LXQSML&utm_medium=online_publisher&cmp=autourstockholm
https://www.pourquoi-pas-nous.com/en/beaches-stockholm/
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An experience as impressive as it is unforgettable, perfect for discovering
Stockholm and the surrounding area from a totally different angle.

� Info and booking for 20 minutes helicopter flight over Stockholm from 160€
accessible to all – departure Stockholm Bromma airport

Where to sleep in Stockholm?

To get the most out of your stay, we recommend the Norrmalm and Östermalm
districts. These districts are located right in the center of Stockholm, so you can
easily reach the main points of interest without spending too much time outside, in
case of very cold weather.

For smaller budgets, the Södermalm district may be a good alternative. We advise
you to book in advance, as accommodation quickly fills up in high season.

Coup de coeur &#x2665;

Hotel Birger Jarl :

Noormalm district (the best place to sleep, in our opinion): the hotel’s location
is perfect for visiting central Stockholm on foot.
Completely renovated building, our accommodation was spacious with a mini
fridge and carefully decorated.
Excellent value for money , where you’ll feel right at home.

We would definitely go back. (with breakfast).

See prices and availability for Hotel Birger Jarl – Rated 8.4 / 10 on Booking

https://www.manawa.com/fr-FR/activite/suede/stockholm/helicoptere/tour-panoramique-en-helicoptere-depuis-stockholm/17748?_cid=1233
https://www.booking.com/hotel/se/birger-jarl.en.html?aid=1529171&no_rooms=1&group_adults=2
https://www.booking.com/hotel/se/birger-jarl.en.html?aid=1529171&no_rooms=1&group_adults=2
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Click here for prices and availability
Renovated apartment

Biz Apartment Hammarby Sjöstad: in the Södermalm district (one of our favorites),
we hesitated for a long time before choosing this well-located accommodation. It’s
an apartment, so it’s easier to cook than in a hotel. The building has been
completely renovated.

https://www.booking.com/hotel/se/birger-jarl.en.html?aid=1529171&no_rooms=1&group_adults=2
https://www.booking.com/hotel/se/biz-apartment-hammarby-sjostad.fr.html?aid=1529171&no_rooms=1&group_adults=2
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Click here for prices and availability
Low cost € € € € € € € € € € € € € € € € € € € € € € € €

City Backpackers Hostel: a nicely decorated hostel, certainly the best value in
Stockholm, €75 for a double room in the trendy Södermalm district (one of our
favorites). I stayed there on my first visit to Stockholm (Floriane).

https://www.booking.com/hotel/se/biz-apartment-hammarby-sjostad.fr.html?aid=1529171&no_rooms=1&group_adults=2
https://www.booking.com/hotel/se/city-backpackers-hostel.en.html?aid=1529171&no_rooms=1&group_adults=2
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Click here for prices and availability

Where to rent a car?

If you want to get around Stockholm without having to use public transport, you can
rent a car.

Driving in Sweden is very pleasant, speed limits are respected by all drivers (in
any case, fines for speeding are very high, so it’s a deterrent) and Swedes are
(obviously) respectful of other drivers! We loved driving in Sweden, a country we
crossed from north to south.

� To compare offers and find the best value for money, after testing several
today, we use the price comparator Discover Carsa reliable and easy-to-use car
rental service.

� Another important point: the comprehensive insurance offered via

https://www.booking.com/hotel/se/city-backpackers-hostel.en.html?aid=1529171&no_rooms=1&group_adults=2
https://www.discovercars.com/fr/sweden/stockholm/arn?a_aid=PourquoiPasNous
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DiscoverCars is often much cheaper than that added directly at the rental
company’s counter, while offering broader coverage. A real time-saver, and above
all a way of avoiding unpleasant surprises when picking up or returning the vehicle.

� To give you an idea of the rate, we found a car for €40 per day via Alamot to pick
up atStockholm airport.

�️ Compare Stockholm Arlanda Airport deals on Discover Cars

We spent 5 weeks in Sweden, so if you’re looking for ideas of things to see in
Sweden, we’ve put together an article with around 20 must-see places in Sweden,
some of which are completely unusual. Our map will help you find your way around.

We hope you enjoy your trip to Stockholm – don’t miss the Skansen open-air
museum (a small concentrate of Sweden) and the Vasa ship museum!

Feel free to leave us a quick note or 5 stars below, to tell us if you’re planning this
trip, to ask any questions you may have, here or on Instagram, we’ll get back to you
with great pleasure.
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