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Windhoek, the capital of Namibia, is often seen as just a stopover before setting
off on a road trip through the country’s vast wilderness. Yet this dynamic and
diverse city is well worth a visit.
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With its colonial architecture, bustling markets, fascinating museums, and nearby
nature parks, Windhoek has plenty to offer.

What to see and do in Windhoek? Here’s a guide to help you discover the must-see
attractions and make the most of your visit to Namibia’s capital.
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Why visit Windhoek, the capital of Namibia?

Where is Windhoek located in Namibia?
Windhoek is located in central Namibia. It is about 40 km north of Hosea
Kutako International Airport.

With its central location, Windhoek is an ideal gateway for traveling in Namibia.

Its strategic location makes it an important hub connecting Namibia’s various
regions: to the north toward Etosha National Park, to the west toward the Atlantic
coast and Swakopmund, and to the south toward the dunes of Sossusvlei.

Discover the history and architecture of
Windhoek

Christuskirche, the city’s landmark

You can’t miss Christuskirche, one of Windhoek’s landmarks. Built in 1910, this
Lutheran church features a unique architectural style that blends Neo-Gothic and
Art Nouveau elements. Situated on a hill in the heart of the city, it offers a
fascinating panoramic view of Windhoek.

Independence Memorial Museum: A Journey into Namibian
History

If you want to understand Namibia’s turbulent past, head to the Independence
Memorial Museum. This museum chronicles the country’s struggle for
independence from German and South African colonial rule.

➡️ Its rooftop café on the top floor offers a breathtaking view of the city.

The Namibia Craft Center: The Perfect Place to Pick Up
Souvenirs

Located in the heart of Windhoek, the Namibia Craft Center is an indoor market
featuring more than 40 stalls run by Namibian artisans offering authentic items

https://www.namibie-en-liberte.com/
https://www.pourquoi-pas-nous.com/en/sesriem-sossusvlei-namibia/
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such as wood carvings, beaded jewelry, and traditional textiles. It’s the perfect
place to buy souvenirs while supporting the local economy, as a large portion of the
sales goes directly to the artisans. The center also features a cozy café, perfect for
a tasty break after your shopping.

Post Street Mall and its famous meteorites

Feel like doing a little shopping? Head to Post Street Mall, Windhoek’s main
shopping street. There you’ll find plenty of shops, but most notably a display of
Gibeon meteorites—iron fragments that fell from the sky thousands of years ago
and are now on display outdoors. A sight you won’t want to miss!
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Explore Windhoek on a guided tour
To make sure you don’t miss any of Windhoek’s must-see attractions, we
recommend taking a guided tour of the city and the Katutura township.

This immersive tour allows you to discover the capital’s historic sites while
exploring local life in Katutura, a lively neighborhood where Namibia’s history truly
comes to life.

Accompanied by a guide, you’ll learn more about Namibian culture and have the
chance to sample local specialties.

Where to stay in Windhoek?
We strongly recommend the Uhland Hotel, an ideal spot for a comfortable stay at
an affordable price. The rooms are spacious and pleasant, and the common
areas—both indoors and outdoors (including a pool)—are perfect for relaxing after a
day of exploring. You’ll feel right at home!

Another advantage: the hotel is located just a 20-minute walk from downtown,
making it easy to explore Windhoek without necessarily having to take a taxi. Plus,
there are plenty of restaurants nearby, and you can even have food delivered by
following the recommendations of the hosts, who are absolutely lovely. A great
place to stay in Windhoek!

https://www.booking.com/hotel/na/pension-uhland.fr.html?aid=1529171&no_rooms=1&group_adults=1
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Why visit Windhoek, the capital of Namibia?
Windhoek is a stop on a road trip through Namibia, for several reasons:

This is your point of arrival and departure: the country’s only
international airport is located here, so you’ll inevitably pass through it.
This is where you’ll pick up your rental car: all rental agencies are located
near the airport. If you ’re renting an SUV with a rooftop tent, allow extra time
to get familiar with the vehicle before setting off to explore Etosha National
Park.

We recommend renting a 4×4 to explore the country and its national parks at
your own pace. To compare offers and find the best value for your

https://www.pourquoi-pas-nous.com/en/visit-namibia/
https://www.discovercars.com/fr/namibia/windhoek?a_aid=pourquoipasnous&data1=new_202606_windhoek-namibie
https://www.pourquoi-pas-nous.com/en/safari-in-national-park-detosha-in-namibia/
https://www.pourquoi-pas-nous.com/en/safari-in-national-park-detosha-in-namibia/
https://www.discovercars.com/fr/namibia/windhoek?a_aid=pourquoipasnous&data1=new_202606_windhoek-namibie
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money—after testing several options today—we use the Discover Cars price
comparison tool, which is reliable and easy to use for car rentals. Compare
offers on the DiscoverCars website

This is a strategic spot for grocery shopping: outside of major cities,
you’ll find only small grocery stores at gas stations and in national parks. So
it’s best to stock up on supplies in Windhoek and do a second round of
shopping in Swakopmund.
It’s a pleasant city to explore: if you’re staying overnight, take the
opportunity to stroll around and discover its cultural and historical sites.

Want to extend your trip to Namibia? Check out our guide to the country’s most
beautiful lodges

https://www.discovercars.com/fr/namibia/windhoek?a_aid=pourquoipasnous&data1=new_202606_windhoek-namibie
https://www.discovercars.com/fr/namibia/windhoek?a_aid=pourquoipasnous&data1=new_202606_windhoek-namibie
https://www.pourquoi-pas-nous.com/en/lodges-namibia/
https://www.pourquoi-pas-nous.com/en/lodges-namibia/
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